REAR ADMIRAT: HOWARD 1., COLLINS, UNITED STATES NAVY, RETIRED

Howard Lyman Collins was born in Brockton, Massachusetts, on Octoe -

ber 26, 1903, son of George A. and Ella O, (Howard) Collins, both now-
deceased, He was graduated from' Chelsea, Massachusetts, High School,’

and entered the U, 8, Naval Academy, Annapolls Maryland on July 29, A

1920, as &8 Midshipman from the Ninth District of Massachusetts.
Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 4, 192k, he subsequently ad-
vanced 1n rank to that of Rear Admiral, to date from May 1, 1952,

Upon graduation from the Neval Aoademy in June l92h, he was as-
signed to the USS ULAH, operating with Battleship Division 1W0O, Scoute
Ing Fleet. In September 1925 he was transferred to the USS OVERTON,

and served on board that destroyer, a unit of Division FOURTEEN, Scouts

ing Fleet, until June 1929, with time out, from Janusry to June 1927,
for 1nstruct10n at the Naval Torpedo School Newport, Rhode Island,
In July 1929 he reported to the USS CAMDEN, for service until May 1931,

when he returned to Annapolis ~for the General Line Course at the Naval =

Postgraduate School, Completing that course, and the course in Com-
minications and Applied Communications, he was detached in May 1333,

, A year on board the USS MISSISSIPPI, a unit of Battleship Divi-
sion THREE, Battle Force, was followed by duty from June 1934 until
June 1936 as Radio Officer on the Staff of Commander Battleshilp Divie
sion ONE, Battle Force, USS TEXAS, flegship, TFor three yesrs there-
after he had duty at: the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, as an In-
structor in International Redations. TIn June 1939 he assumed command
of the USS. DORSEY’ flagship of Moblle Target Division ONE, Base Force,
serving 1n that oommard until transferred in February lghl 1o the USS
TNDIANAPOLIS for one month, ‘ .

In March 1941 he jolned the Staff of Commsnder in Chilef, Pacific
Fleet and Pacific Ocean Areas, as Assistant Operations Offlcer. Be
served later as Operations Officer, and for ' 'exceptionally meritorious
service,..from March 10, 1941, to Januery 11, 1945.,." he was awarded
the Legion of Merit, with Combat "V." The citation states that "During
this vitally important period, (he) displayed the highest qualities
of judgment and initiative, thereby contributing meterially to the
prosecutlon of ‘the war sgainst Japan..."

. He returned t0o the United States in January 1945, and after flte
ting out ‘duty assumed command in April 1ghS of Destroyer Squadron TEN,
consisting of twelve radar picket destroyers, in which he Jjolned the
fast carrier task forces operating in the Western Pacific. In Janu-
ary 1946, sn organizational chsnge placed his destroyers in Destroyer
Squadron THREE, where he contilnmued 40 . serve until ordered to the Navy
Department, Washington, D, C., for duty wilth the Jolnt Chiefs. of Staff
in Febru&ry 1946, ‘
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From Auvgust 1946 until July 1949 he was a member of the Staff at
the National War College, Washington, D, C,, and following duty from
Beptember 19kg to July 1950 as Commanding Officer of the USS HELENA,
he returned to the Naticnal War. College for further Staff duty. In .
July 1951 he was assigned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Opera-

. -tions, as Liaison Officer for: the Joint Chiefs of Staff Program and Bude
.. get Advisors, under the General Planmning Group. He was promoted to

. flag rank and in February 1953 he became Commander Military Ses Trans- -
. portation Service, Pacific Area, and Navy Control of Shipping Offlcer,
~with headquerters in,San,Francisco, California,

On November e5, 1955, he reported.ae Commander Cruiser Division

.lONE with additional duty from June 26, 1956, until August 2, 1956, as
o Commander Cruiseerestroyer Force, P&cific Fleet. In February 1957 he -
" ¢ reported as Assistent Chief of Naval Operations (Logistics), whére he

continued to serve until relleved of all active duty pending his re=

© tirement, effective November 1, 1958.

Following retlrement he sccepted employmeht with the Bethlehem
Steel Company, Shlpbuildlng Division, as Assistant to the Technical

" Manager in the Central Technieal Department .which 4s.the hull and

machinery design and research and development activity for the eleven ‘
Bethlehem Shipyards. In January 1965 he JOiHEd the Retlred Offlcers
Assoc1ation as Corporate Secretary.

In addition to the Leglon of Merit with Combatb "V " Rear Admiral
Collins has the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet ClasP, -the Asiatic-
Pacific Cempalgn Medal; the American Campailgn Medsl; the World War IT
Victory Medal; the Navy Occupstion Service Medalj;. the China Serv1ce
Medal and the National Defense Service Medal o
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