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LIEUTENANT COMMANDER DONALD MARSHALL CARFENTER,
UNITED STATES NAVY, DECEASED |

Lieutenant Commander Gafﬁenter, born in Hopbottom, Pennsylvania,
on Merch 6, 1894, attérded grade schools in Scranton, Pennsylvania,
and was graduated from high school in McKeesport, Pennsylvania, be-
fore his appointment to the U, 3. Naval Academy at Annapolis, liary-
land from the Thirleth District of his native state in 1912, Gradu-
ated and commissioned Ensign in June 1916, he recelved temporary pro-
motion to Lieutenant, both grades, during the World War; was com-
missioned in those ranks as of 1919 and 1920, respectively, and was
promoted to Lieutenant Commander, September 1, 1926,

- After graduation in 1916, Liéutanant Commander'Carpenter Jjoined
the USS WYOMING which later operated with the British Grand Fleet-
during the World War, Detached from that battleship in May 1921, he

assisted in fitting out the USS CALIFORNIA and served in that battle-

ship from her commissioning, August 10, 1921, until May 1922. In
~June of that year he reported to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola,
Florida, for flight training. Designated naval aviator December 21,
1922, he had duty at the Pensacola Air Station until April 1023

when he reported to Aircraft Squadrons, Battle Fleet, serving with
Observation Squadron 1, and later with Fighting Squadron 1, attached
to the USS AROOSTOOK, until May 1925 when he returned to the laval
Lir Station at Pensacola where he was an instructor the following

yeor,

Lieutenant Commander Carpenter served as Executive Officer of

the USS STODDERT from June 1928 until September 1929 when he joined
the alrveraft tender LANGLEY, In June 1930 he was transferred to duty
as Commender of Scouting Squadron 3, based on the alrcraft carrier
IEXINGTON, serving with that Squadron until April 1931. In lay of
that year he reported for duty at the Fleet Alr Base, Coco Solo,
‘Canal Zone, serving as Executive Officer of that Base and in command
of the Ferry Flight of Patrol Squadron 5, until July 1933, and as
operations officer of Aircraft Squadrons based on Coco Sol
- 1934, He then served as Navigator of the aircraft tender WRIGHT

‘until the following November,

 In April 1935, Lieutenant Commander Carpenter reported for duty
at the Naval Alr Station, San Diego, California, and in September
of that year was designated Inspector of Navael Alrcraft at San
Diego, serving in that assignment until July 1936, He was transfer-
red to the Retired List of the Navy on October 31, 1936, and relieved

of all active duty.

on April 4, 19%0, Lieutenant Commander Carpenter dled in San
Diego, Californila, i Sralen -

o until May '




Lieutenant Commander Donald M. Carpenter, USN, Deceased ?éger2 '

Lieutenant ‘Commander Carpenter had the Victory Medal, Grand Fleet
Clasp (USS WYOMING), ety g i £
L destroyer, the USS CARPENTER (DD:825) has been named -in honor
of © the late Lieuténant Commander Carpenter. Mrs. Donald M.

Carpenter, sponsored the vessel named for her husband when it vas
launchéd at the plant of the Consolidated Steel Coprporation of

Texas, Orange, Texas

Copled 7 June 1949,




