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John DBowden Connally, Jr., was appointed Sccretary of the llavy by Presi-
deat-clect John F. Hennedy on Deceuber 27, 1960,

In addition to a distinguished Navy war reccord, Mr., Connally brings to his
new office a diverse, well-rounded background in law, business and corporate -
uanagenent, After World War II, he and scveral other veterans crganized Radio
Station KVET in fustin, of which he was President and nanager for three years.
He has had extensive management expericnce in widely diversified interests in-
cluding oil, oil field services, radio-IV, carbon black, ranches, ctc., and a
director of several corporations, including the New York Central Railroad,
Insurance Securities Inc. (of San Francisco).

In the non-commercial field, he is a Director of the Southwestern Exposi-
tion and Fat Stock Show, and Boys, Incorporated.

Born the son of Lela Wright and John Bowden Connally of Floresville, Texas,
February 27, 1917, he attended Harlandale Public Schools in San Antonio, Flores-
ville Public Schools and the University of Texas, at Austin, from which he was
graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Laws, At the latter he was President
of lthenaeun Literary Society, won the Inter-Society Oratorical Contest, was
Vice-President of the: Freshman Law Class zpd Speaker of the Class, was elected
to Students Assecubly and scrved as its Chairman in 1939, was President of the
Scadents Association in 1938 and that year appeared in Who's Who in American ¢
Colleges. He was also President of Alpha Psi Omeza (national honorary dramatic
crganization) and member and Dean of Delta Theta Phi (legal fraternity).

He was commissioned Ensign in the U, S. Naval Reserve on June 11, 1941, was
promcted to Lieutenant (junior grade) the next year, and to Lieutcnant, tc date
from October 1, 1943, Commissioned Lieutenant Cormander from October 3, 19453,
he held that rank until the termination of his service in 1954.

In Joanuary 1942 he was transferred from the Office of the Chief of Naval
Operations to the Office of the Under Secretary of the Navy, where he dealt
with problems of training and nanpower. Remaining therc until February 1943,
he served in the Procurement Division (Legal) and in the irmediate Office of
the Under Secretary of the Navy, James Forrestal,

He was then sent to Algicrs where, for ncarly a year, he assisted in plan-
ning for the Italian invasions. Following specialized training in radar, he
was assigned to the USS ESSEX (CV-9), which won the Presidentail Unit Citation
for heroic service, in the Pacific during the period August 31, 1943 uatil
Lugust 15, 1945,

As Radar and Radio Officer, later Fighter Direction Officer of that air-
craft carrier, and for a time scrving also as CIC Officer for Task Group 33.1,
he participated in action in the Gilberts, Marshalls, Marianas, Philippines,
Formosa, China Sea, Bonins, Ryukyus and Japan during the latter periocd of the
war. He was obscrved to be an "extremcly outstanding officer® by Adniral T. L.
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Sprague, USH, in command cf Task Group 30.1, who said his "work was, in great
part, responsible for the success of the Task Group.!

He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Coubat ''V¥, and citation, in
part, as follows: "For heroic achieveument while serving as Fighter Director
Officer on board the USS ESSE6 during a concentrated attack by encuy Japanese
aircraft against that vessel in the forward Pacific Area on April 6, 1945,
Llert and aggressive in the performance of duty as an overwheluing force of
hostile planes flew in over the Task Group, Lieutenant Comnally reudered -
gallant and effectual service in coordinating a deternmined and prompt aerial
cffensive and, by his professional skill, brilliant tactics and cool courage
in the face of grave peril, contributed esseatially to the success of cmbarked
rlanes én shooting down sixty-nine Japanese aircraft and to the security of
the ESSEX from all danageses ™

A Gold Star in licu of the Second Bronze Star lMedal was awarded, but res-
cinded in favor of the Legion of Merit, with Combat "WV, citation to which
follows, in part: "For exceptionally ucritorious conduct...as Force Fighter
Director Officer on board the USS ESSEX, Flagship of Task Force 535, from July
7, 1944, to June 26, 1945; and later as Task Group Fighter Director om the
staff of Coimander Fast Carrier Task Group 30,1, with Flag in the USS
BENNINGTON during operations against cneny Japanesc forces at sea and agaiust
the Japanese nainland froo June 26 to August 25, 1945,  An officer of re-
socurcefulness, mature judgment and clarity of mind, Licutenant Connally effeected
notable improvements in Fighter Director and CIC policy and doctrine. His
practical application of these doctrines together with his thorough knowledge
of aerial tactics made possible the utilization of the air power available to
cause maxinun destruction cf Japanese planes threatening our forces and to
afford the greatest protection for eleuents of the Carrier Task Groups...By his
distinctive service in this vital phase of operations, (he) made a substantial
contribution to the success of our offensives in the major campaigns conducted
during this periocd, thereby upholding the highest traditions of the U, S,

Naval Service.*

Detached from the USS ESSEX in llovember 1945, he was relieved of all
active duty at the Officer Personnel Separation Center, Washington, D. C.,
on January 3, 194G, He remained a nicmber of the Naval Reserve (inactive) until
1954, s

In addition to the Legion of Merit and Bronze Star lMedal, each witu Coui-
bat "W", former Liecutenant Commander Connally has the American Defense Sex-
vice Medal, the luwerican Compaign Medal, European-iifrican-Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal with one operation star, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign bedal with
cne silver and two bronze stars (seven operations), the World War II Victory
tiedal, ond the Philippine Liberaticn Ribbon with two stars,

1U January 1961





