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COMMODORE BEAUFORD WALLACE FINK, JF
GTVIL ENGINEER CORPS, -U.S. NAVY, RETIRED

Beguford Wallace Fink was porn in Bloomfleld, Misgouri on July
31, 1900. He attended grammar and high gchools in Bloomfileld, com-

‘pleted the sophomore year at University of Missouri, in COolumbiay and

entered the United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from
Migsouri in 1918. Gradusted and commissioned Ensign 1n 1922, he
advanced in grade %o the rank of Commodore for temporary service on
April 2, 1940, He reverted in rank to Captain on March 28, 1946, and
was again promoted to Commodore upon transferring %o the Retired List

of the Navy on September 1, 1949,

Upon graduation in 1922, he served for ten monthe in the UBS

ARKANESAS as Assigbtant in the Gunnery Department. Transferring to the
Naval Operatlng Base, Hampton Roads, Virginia, in January, 1923 he was
Tnstructor, Naval Academy Preparatory (lags. Upon completion of this

‘duty in May, 1923 he transferred to duty as 0fficer-in-Charge of Gen—

eral Division of Trade dchools, Naval Training Station, Hampton Roads.
Tn October, 1923 he reported aboard the USS LARDNER, as Gumnery Of-
ficer. While attached to that destroyer, he was ordered ashore 1in
Honduras as officer—in-Charge of the ship's landing party %o protect
American interests at Puecrto Cortez and LaCeiba, Honduras. :

Returning ‘to the United States in May, 1924, he reported to the
Postgraduate School, Naval Academy, Annapolis, for instruction in
Civil Engineering. He completed the one year course there, and was
transferred to Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy; New York, for
further postgraduate study in Civil Engineering. Completing this
two year course 1in June, 1927, he was awarded degrees asg Olvil En—
gineer and Master of Civil Engineering.. ' '

After a short tour of temporaly duty in the Burecau of Yards and
Docks, Navy Department, he was assigned duty as Assistant Public
Works Officer, Naval Operating Base, Hampton Hoads. In November,
1929, he was assigned duty as Public Works Officer, Marine Barracks,
Porris Lsland, South Carolina. In April, 1932 he was ordered %o duty
as Assistant Public Works Officer, Navy Yard, Cavite, Philippine Is-
1ands, and had additional duty as Agsistant Public Works Officer of

the 16th Naval District, at Cavite.

Tn October, 1954 he returned to the United States, and was as—
signed duty as 0fficer-in-Charge of Construction for the Distrliet of
Columbia area, which ineluded duty as Public Works Officer of the
Naval Alr Statlon, Anacostia, D.C.; Naval Proving Ground, Dahlgren,

. Virginia; Naval Powder Factory, Indian Head, Marylands; U,S3. Naval

Hospital, and Naval Observabtoly, Washington; and Consultant to - the
Commandant of the Naval'Gun Factory, Waghington, on matters of public
works and construction. When detached in February, 1938, he wasg
ordered to duty as Assistant Public Works Officer of the Navy Yard,
Bremerton, Washington, with additional duty as Assistant Digtriet’
Public Works Officer, 13th Naval District, Seattls. In June, 1940

he had orders to duty as Resident Officer~in~Charge of Construction
for all naval defense construction in the States of Washingbon and

Oregon.
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In May, 1941 he was ordered to duty on the staff of Commander, -
Mine Squadron 6, Base Force, Pacific Fleet, in connection with Ad~
vance Base planning. Upon completion of this sccret assignment, he
became Officer-in-Charge of Construction, Naval Operating Base and
Naval Air Station, Bermuda. -When this construction was well on the
way to completlon, and both base and station were 1ln operation, he
was detached, and from February to November, 1942 he had duty in the
Navy Department, Bureau of Yards and Docke, as Assistant Director of
the Construction Divislon, thereafter was Dircctor of that division
until October, 1943, He was awarded the Legion of Merit for that
period of service, the citation stating in part:

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of
outstanding services . . In charge of the distribution and expansion
of the Advance Base Sectlon of the Buream of Yards and Docks, (he)
slso scrved as Adviser to the Chief of the Bureau and Vice Chief and
- Chief of Naval Operations in matters pertaining to shore-based con-

struction and the developing and edquipping of Advanced Bases in the
United. States, Atlentic Ocean, British Igles, and Alaska. . . he con-
tributed to the early completion of the large construction program
of Naval and Civil Works facilitice essentlial to the defeat of the
devotion to duty reflect the highest credit upon Captain Fink and the

United States Naval Service,'

He was assigned in October, 1943 to duty on the staff of Comman-
der—in-Chief Pacific Fleet and Paciflc Ocean Arcas (Fleet Admiral
¢. W, Nimitz), as Head of the Construction Bection, with the re-—
gponsibility for planning the construction of all Advance Bases em-
ployed in the Contral Pacific campaign. -Headquarters were at Pearl
Harbor initially, and later shifted to Guam., He remained on this
assignment under Admiral R. H. Spruance, who relieved Admiral Nimitz,:
until he was debached on February 1, 1946.° He was awarded the Gold
Star in lieu of a second Leglon of Merit "For exceptionally merlior-
ious conduct, . . October 9, 1943 to September 1, 1945, Ag Chief of
the construction section of Loglstics Division, Commodore Fink ap-
plied hie technical knowledge in the Engineering and Jonstruction
Planning of all advance Bases 1n the Pacific Ocean Areas; in the
igsuanoe of directives to top commanders covering the position of
construction equipment and material; in the gstablishment of construc—
tion standards; and in the con?truction and successful establishment -

of all bages in this ares. . M

Roturning from the Paciflc in February, 1946, he assumed duty
as Civil Bngineer Officer in Command of the Naval Construction Bat-
tglion Center, Port Huensme, Galifornia, and had additional duty as
Officer in Charge of the Advance Base Depct, there, until September,
1047, .He then reported to the Navy Department, and served as Asgist—
ant Chief of Bureau of Yards and Docks vor Plans and Research: He
was so serving when his transfer to the Retired List of the Navy
became effective, September 1, 1949. _

In addition to the Legion of Merit and Gold Star in 1lieu of the
second Legion of Merit, Commcdore Fink has theée Navy Expeditionary
Modal (USS LARDNER-1924); the Victory Medal; American Defense Serv-
jce Medal: American Campaign Medal; European—African-Middle Eastern
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Canpaign Medslls Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with two engngement
gtars: and Worlid War II Victory Medal.

Ariington, and the Theta Chi Fraternity.
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g Commodore Fink has membership in the Army-Navy Country Club,
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