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UNTTED STATES NAVY

Charles Fink Fischel was born in Erig, Penneylvania, on Sep-
tember 23, 1913, son of Mra. Henrletta Fink Fischer of Erie, and
the late Captain Charles H. Fischer, USN. He sttended Severn Pre-
paratory School, Scverna Papk, Maryland, prior o entering the U.S.
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on August L. 1930, on appolint-
ment from Pennsylvania. As a Midghipman he was active in the Tri-
dent Literary Society and the Radic Club, and played lacrosse., Grad-
uated on May 31, 1934, he was commizsioned Ensign in the U. 5. Navy,
and in the rank of Lieutenant {jg) resigned hls somaigsion on April
29, 1939. 1He accepted a commission in the Naval Reserve, advanced
. 'tg the rank of 14eutenant Commander, and was pransferred to the Line
oft the U. 5., Navy and designated peronautical IEngineering Duty 0ffi-
cer in February 1946, His date of pank as Commander, USN, 1= July

g Upon graduation from the Naval Academy, he was agsigned to the
USS ASTORIA, in which he served from July 1934 until December 1935
ag a junior officer in the gunnery department, and as an aviation
obgerver during that cruiser's survey crulse to Australia and the
South Pacific. During the sixX months to follow he wasg attached to
the USS HERBERT, with dutiles in communications and ag a Deck Watch
officer. From July 1936 to June 1937 he was a f£light student at
the Naval Alr Statlon, Pensacola, Florida, beling designated Naval
Aviator on July 15, 1937, before his assignment to Scouting Squad-

ron J.

X Tn Scouting Squadron 3, based successgively on the USS SARATOGA,
USS LEXINGTON, and USS RANGER, he sewved ag a dive-bomber pilot and
ag Squadron Radlo officer. He was detached fr wal 1939 vwhen his
resignation from the Navy was accepted and Quring that summer wae
employed as a Pilot with American Airlines. Ahe anext two years he
‘was a studant and Tnstructor at the californic Tnatitute of Technol-
ogy, Pasadena, California, recelving the degrec: of Bachelor of
Sciencerin,Aeronautical Engineering and Aeronautical Engineer. There
ag a Naval Reserve Officer, he served with Reseprve Scouting Squadron
15-R, as Executive Officer and later Commanding officer.

: called to active duty in July 1941, he served until December
1942, during the first year of World War II, in the Dureau of Aero-
nautics, Navy Department, Waghington, D. C. There he established
apd was in cherge of the Rocket Desk and addiiionally, cgtablished
ghd becane Officer in Charge of the Rockelt Test Statlon at Annapplis,
Maryland. while so assigned he plloted the filrst Navy landplane
JATO at Anacostia, D. C., in April 1942 (rea), and the first sea-~
plane JATO (a PBYS at Annapolis, in September 1942,

Tn December 1942 he joined Patrol Sguadrof 211 as Executive'
Officer, and later commanded that squadron in the South Atlantic
anti-submarine warfare and blockade). While attached to vp-211 he

had additional duty in connection with ftraining Personnel of the
Brazilian Alr Force. He recelved a Letier of Commendation with
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Ribbon, from the Seerctary of Navy, for services in the South

Atlantic during the period ending with his detacihment in October
Tohli, Returning to the United States, he gerved during the latter
months of the war in the Service Test Divislon, Naval Alr Test
Genter, Patuxent River, Mavryland, ag Chief Proiects Officer, con-
q?rned with PBM. endurance and range records.

N From February 1946 until October 1948 he wos Engineering
Officer in the Overhaul and Repalr Department ¢ the Naval Alr
Station, Jacksonville, Florida, and while thers developed aivcraft
disinsector. In Noveuber 1948 he veported to *tne Naval Air Develop-
ment Center, Johnsville, Pennsylvania, to serve until Septenber
1951 as Projects Engineer and Deputy Director, Engineering Develop-
mgnt Services Department. For two years thersafter he was a
graduaste student at Princeton University, where he also did re-
search at the Forrestal Iaboratory. He was awarded the degree of
Magter of Sclence in Aeronautical Engineering in October 1953, and
since that time has been on duty in the Burcau of Aeronautics,

Navy Department, as Aviation Safety and Reliability Officer.
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In addition to the Coumendation Ribbon, Commander Fischer has
the American Defense Service Medal; American Campaign Medal; World
War II Victory Medal; and the Natlonal Defense Service Medal.
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