Howell Church Fish was born in Bath, New York, on May 29, 1901, son of the
late Wilbur P. and Susan Church Fish. He attended 3t. Johm's Military School,
Manlius, New York (1913-1916), Worcester Academy, Worcester, Massachusetts {1916
1918), and had a year at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge,
Massachugsetts, before his appointment to the U. 8, Naval Academy, Annapolig,
Maryland, which ho ontered from the Thirty-seventh District of New York on June -
13, 1919, As a Midshipman he won the Navy "N" for syimming, was a member of the
Olymple Team (Navy Swimming) in 1920; and served on the Staff of the Lucky Bag.
Graduated and commissioned Engign in the U. S. Navy on June 4, 1924, he subse-

. quently advanced to the rank of Captain, to date from March 10, 1945, trangfer-.
ring in that rank to the Retired list of the Navy on Jume 30, 1955.

After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1924, he was assigned to
the USS TENNESSEE, and served as a junior officer in the engineering department
of that battleship for a year. From May 1925 to January 1926 he was on board the
USS KANAWHA, a fleet oiler, as Watch and Division Officer and Deck Officer. He
 reported in February 1926 to the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida, and after
- brief training wes detached in June of "that year to the U. 8. Submarine Sghool,
New London, Connecticut, where he completed submarine instruction in December.

In March 1927 he joined the USS 8-36, and served as Communications Officer,
Engineer, and finally Executive Officer of that submarine, a unit of Subrarino
Division 17, based on Cavite, Philippine Islands. Detached in October 1929, he
served from Novembor of that year until Decembor 1930 as Emmoutive Officer and
Navigator of the USS S-42, operating with Submarine Division 19 on the Pacific
Coagt, based at Son Diego, California, Shore duty followed as Ship Superinten-
dent at the Navy Yard, Pearl Herbor, T, H,, then from August 1932 until June 1933
he was Navigator and Commmnications Officer of the USS BEAVER; submarine tender
for Submarine Syuadron 4, based on Pearl Harbor, T. He.

From July 1933 until August 1935 he had destroyer duty with the Battle
Foree as Engineer of the USS TRUXTUN, after which he had in the Pladning Diviaion
of the Industrial Departoont, at Navy Yard, Mare Island, California. In June
1937 he joined the USS FOX, in which he served until September 1938, first as
Exeoutive Officer, later in command, while that vessel was a unit of Destroyers,
Battle Force. In October 1938 he went aboard the USS ARKANSAS, as Assistant Fire
Control Officer, remaining in that capaeity until September 1940. :

: Returning to submarine duty, he served from October 1940 until January 1943
ns Commanding Officer of the U. S. Submarine Base, St. Thomas, Virgin Islands,
 which he had established and placed into commigsion.prior to the outbreak of -
World Wer IT in December 1941. When detached he was ordered to the USS BUSHNELL,
ahd. upob the commissioning of that submarine tender on April 10, 1943, became her
Execttive Officer., In September 1944 he moved up to Commanding Officer of that
floating service station affectionately known throughout the Fleet ag "Pond Lily."
For meritorious service as Executive Officer, and later as Conmanding Officer, of
the USS BUSHNELL during the period April 10; 1943, to fAugust 25, 1945, he was
awarded a letter of Commendation, with Ribbon, from the Commander in Chlef, U. S..
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Captain Fish remained in command of the USS HOSINELL throughout the latier

“months of the war and until Jamary 1946, whon he way asvigued to the NINETEENTH
‘Plaet s Chief Inspector for the Mare Feland Growp. In March he was redesig-
nated Grovp Commander, Mare Island Group, Pacific Reserve Fleot, and wemained on
duty. there until Septembor 1948, with sdditicual duty as Adrindstrative Officés
for Submarines, Mare Iaddnd, during the laat four months. He next had a ‘tour of
Auby as Administrative Officer ab the Long Beach Naval Shipyard, Long Beach, Cal-
iforaia, after which, from Moy 1950 until May 1952 he gerved as Conmanding 0ffi-
cor of the Naval Station, Rodman, Canal Zeng. .

From June 1952 until April 1954 he vas abiached to the Naval Base, Bogton,
Massachusetts, where he served as fssbstant Uhief of Staff for Navel Bose Matters
to the Commandant, Firet Naval District, In May 1954 he reported to Headquarters,
Blovonth Naval District, San Mego, California, gs a member of %the General Court
Martial, and continued duty in thet capaciiy wntll relieved of all acbive duty
pending his retirement on June 30, 1955, ‘ '

Tn sddition to the Commondation Ribbon, Oapbain Figh has the Yanglue Sekvice
Madal; Aerican Defense Serviee Medalj European-Africon-Middle Eastern Campaigh
Modaly Aslatic-Pacific Campaligs Medals World Yar 11 Victory Medal; and the Nation-
al Defenge Service Medal, ' :
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