nZAR ADMTRAL HEVFY M, MULLINNTX
UNTTED STATES NAVY (Deceased)

Born July 4, 1892, in Spencer, Tndiana, Fenry Maston Mullinnix
Wwas craduated frop the grammar and hizh schools »oF Attica, Tndiana,
and attended Purdue University, Larayette, Tndiana, for one year as
3 member of the (Clase of 1915. Fe was anpointed to the U, S. Naval
Acacemy from his native state in 1912, and was graduated with cdis-
tinction ang commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1916, ftanding first in
2 clase of 177 members. During World WarI he was promoted to Lieu-
tenant (junisor grade) ang Lieutenant in 1817, and wase commissioned
in those ranle in 1C19 ancd 1920, respectively. Subsequently Dro-
mdted to Lieutenant Commender July 1, 1026, Commander, June 20,
1956, an¢ Captetn, July 1. 1941, he attained the eaoy Lr Tear Ad-
miral on August 6, 1943, to date from Wovember 13, 1942,
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After gracduation from the Naval Academy in 1916, he was gs-
£izned to the USS BALCH, which operated with the Destroyer Force
besed on Queenstown; Ireland, late in 1917, and during the remain-
der of World War T vas employed in vpatrol and escort duty in the
Wor Zone. He returned to the United States in Sentember 1918, andg
arter asgisting in fitting out the USS GRTDLEY at Union Tran Worls,
San Francisco, California, he gerved as Engineer Officer of thet
Cestroyer from her comnisseioning on August 27, 1918, until March
1920. Fe next agegisted in fitting out the USS BROOKS at the New
York Shipbuiléing Company, Camden, New Jertey, and served ag her
Bnzineer Officer fiom her commissioning, August 24, 1920, until
May 13, 1921,

During the period June 1921 to June 1923 he was a ftudent in
Aeronautical Enzineering at the Postgraduate School, Annavolis,and
Massachusetts Tnstitute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachusetts,
feceiving the degree of Master of Science firop the latter. EHe then
had flight training at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Flordids,,
where he was designated Naval Aviator on January 11, 192L,

Asgizned to the Engine Section of the Bureau of Aeronautics,
Navy Department, Washington, D. C., from June 1924, until September
1027, he next hag duty in connection with fitting out the USS SARA-
TOGA (CV-3), and servea in that aircraft carrier from her commis-
fioning on Wovember 15, 1927, until June 27, 1929, first ag Assen-
bly and Repair Officer, and later as Assistant Aip Officer, During
the following year he commanded Bombing Squadron Two of Aircrart
Squadronsﬁ Battle Fleet, based on the USS SAFATOGA .

From June 1930, until June 1932, he served on the Staff at the
Javel Air Station, Pensscola, ang after a year's duty on the Starfrf
5f Commander Aircraft, Scouting Force, served as Navigator of the
USS WRTGET for a year. He was Executive Officer of the Fleet Ajir
Base, Pearl Farbor, T. H., from June 1934, until May 1937, then he
returned to the USS WRTGHT for duty as Executive Officer until June
1938, During the next Yyear he served as Aviation Officer on the
Staif of Commender Battle Force, and for a Jear thereafter he wae
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achore 3gsg Executive Officer of the Naval Air Station, San Diego,
Californig,

On November 1, 1940, he reporied at the Yew ¥York Shipbuilding
Corporation, Camden, Yew Jersey, to fit out the USS AIBEMARLE, He
commanded that feaplane tender from her commissioning, December 20
1940, until Maroh 3, 1941, He commanded the Patro] Wing of the
Suvhort Force (later redesiznated Patrol Wing Seven) for 2 vear
10 received the following Lestter of Commendation with Ribbon fronm
the Secretary of the Navy:

"The Department has been informed that during the beriad from
Moreh 3, 1941, t4 March 21, 1ok2, Jou, as Commaender Patriol Wing
Seven and Commandeyr Patrol Wings, Support Force, conducted the
equinping, &pecialized training, and onerations of patrol aircrarft
°F the Support Force (Tr-24) 1n high latitude operation and anti-
cubmarine and €Ecort-of-convoy tactics which contributed to the
tafe escort of ghinping in the vicinity of Newfoundland and Tceland.
Or your outstandin~ nexformance of duty during thie period, wou
e hereby commended
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He served as air Officer on the Staff or Commander Eastern Ses
Frontier, from March 1942, until March 1943, and for hie achieve-
ments during that berind was awarded the ollowing Letter of Com-
mendation from the Waw Denartment : "From early 1942, until his re-
cent departure to andother atgignment, it was my nleasure to be
“fgociated with Captain Mullinnix in the conduct of Antisubmerine
Air Operatione, Y wish to commeng Captain Mullinnix for his ex-
cellent Judzment, tact, bersonality ang understanding of the prob-
lem at hand, His fervices rendered during this pering contributed
greatly to the succese of the onerations, "

Tn the rank of Captain he commanded the gircraft carrier Uss
SARATOGA from April 7, 1943 until August 22, 1943, when he was
Orfered to command a Carrier Division, with the accompanying rank
of Rear Admiral, Ee was aboard the USS LTSCOME BAY ge Task Force
Commander when that aircrart carrier escort was torpedoed and sunlk
by an enemy submarine off Malkin Tseland in the Gilbert Tslands areas,
on November 24, 1943, ang wase renorted missing in action following
that catastrophe. He was officially declared dead a year later,

e was Posthumously swsrded the TPurnile Heart Medal for wounds wve-
celved, and the Legion or lMerit, with the following citation:

LEGTON oF MERTT: ‘'mFor exceptionally meritorious conéucg, ., .,
28 Commander of a Carrier Air Support Group prior to and during
the amphibious invasion of Japanese-held Makin Atoll, Gilbert Ta-
lands, from November 1 to 24, 1943, Displaying outstanding ini-
tiative and fuperior executive ability, Rear Admiral Mullinnisx
PlAlIful Yy conducted anti-submarine ang combat air patrols fuPoort -
ing our landing operatione on this gtrongly defended island and,
through his brilliant leadershin, enabied €scort carriers to carry
ut a well coordinated, aggressive attack against the enemy, Rear
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Afmiral Mullinnix's tirecless efforte, meticulous attention to Cetail
216 1oyal devotion to the accomplishment of an extremely difficult
2n¢ hazaidoys migsion contributed materially to our fubsequent can-
tuie of this strategic azesg, !

Tn addition %o the Legion of Merit vith Combat "V," the Purple
Feart Mecal, and the Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Mullinnix
hac the World Waxm T Victory Medal, Destroyer Clasp; and was entitled
50 the American Defense Service Medal, Ileet Clasp; the Asiatic-
Pacific Camnaign Medal; and the World War IT Victory Medal.

The USS MULLTNNTX (DD-0LL) was faned in his honor and an air-
field on Buots Teland, Tarawa, in the Gilbert Telands, was aleo
nemed "Mullinnix T'ielq’ in honor of the late Rear Admiral Mullinnix.
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