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REZARR ADMIRAL WILLIAM STERLING PARSONS, U,S, NAVY

\earT Admiral Parsons, 30“n in Chicago , Illla01~, November 25,
» attended Fort Sumner, Hew Mes tico, High School, before his

appolntment - to: the U.S, ”aval Academy from New Mexlco in. 1938,
aduated and commissioned Engign din June 1922, he subsequently
g n grade until his promotior be~€@ﬁmeéeyey—éagusi_lo,
= S ointeé—by—tho—Prosident—oF

T’eé_ Ac.nlr 1o J—M)ua 8‘ /9 4t

After gradvation in 1922, Rear Admiral Parsons served in theé
USS IDAEQ for five years s With duty in connection with gunnery
ancd fire control, In HMay 1930 he completed instruction in-ocrd-

nance engineering a L the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland,
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and at the Navy Yar » Washington, D.C, From June WII01E (o b pyalal
May 1933 he served 1n the battleghip TEXAS, cgain with fire
control and gunnery duty. He served in the Bureau of Ordnance,

a
Navy Depertment, Weshington, D.0;," from July 1933 until May 79)4
cting ae liaison officer for the Bureauv at the Naval Research
i AToVYy, Anacostia, D,C,

From June 1934 until June 19)6 Rear Admiral Parsons wae an
instructor in ordnance at the Postgraduate School, Annapolisg,
Maryland, DReturning to gea, he served as execut¢ve officer of
the UBS5 AYIWIN from June 1936 until March 1933 when he wacs
transferred to duty as gunnery officer on the staff of Rear
AGMLRs 1A T I dam R, sexton, U.S,Ng, Commander, Deqtrovef Battle

" which the USS D;TROIT was flagehip, serving in that

until June 1939, Pfom Auguest of that year until Mey
728 BExperimental Officer, Naval Proving round, Dahlgren,
From April 1942 uqu¢l May 1943 he »nerformed additional
1<°15t04b T Ayannevar Bush in connection with the
the radio proximity fuze, ' This additional duty
oubk Pacific where from December 1942 to March
cd. in the introduction of the fuze in the Plests
ite initial battle use from the USS HEILENA in

(@]

On June 15, 1943, Rear Admiral Parsons reported Coriduliy. iin
the lenhatten Engineer District, U.S, Ingineer Project '¥! ¢ Sante

s lEW Hexdco v Bn that a°°1gQMCQu he served as ordnance division
ieacer and associate director, and finally as officer-in~charge
of the overseag technical group of the Ios Alamos Scientific
Iaboratory, which develoned the atomic bomb, After witnessing
the atomic bomb test in New Mexico in July 19/5, he returned to
bhe Merianas and F*ew in the bomber which dropned the first {
atvomic homb vsed An warfare on the City of Hiroghima. For those &y
services he was ayarded the Diegtinguished Service Medal with CZSH
the following citgtion:
wog weapoeueev aud bowl Cowwandey
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Distinguished Service Meda
”Fo¢ except¢0nul¢y meritori
ment of the United Statse in a duty of great
responeibility since May 1943, in connection with the
development of the atomic b mb, © Working with tireless
e7crtv, courage, and forecight, Commodore (then Captain)

¢ applied himself to the tremendous tasl: R trame

fO?mlng the theory of atomic fission into an effective

veapon or wvar capnable of being manufactured by Americen

production methods at a time whe en *he taglr apoeared all

2

Loue gservice to t.i.e Governe-

but  impodeible: 'He applied his cialized anwledgs

!
iJ bersonally directing much of the des ign and develon-
nent of the many components of the atomic bomb and in
formulating and coordinating the nlans for dizseminating
the manufacture of these components, In addition, he
also organized much of the nrocedure reqwi?cd in

0 i
asgembling the compementsinitos an efifect ve weapon under
conditions of utmost qecrccv He devoted o
to these tasks from } lay 1943, to the ini
ttack on Hiroshime in which he Tools paru. Commo7
a onﬁs' rganizational s ebility, brilliant pro o)
111l and devotion to duty throughout the develo opment and
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manufacture of the atomic bomb were outstanding and
keeping with the highest traditions of the United

For hies services ag Seniow Military Technical 0! rerver on the
Q plane vhich orohwel the atomic bomb on Hirosh::
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Parsons was awarded the Avmy 8ilver Star

'1 the ;ollowing (Caliz
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silver Star Medal--Army
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t against the Jaoanc e QLOLIC.
senior Military Technical Observer on
which flew from a base in the Marianas
1945 %o drop on the city of Hiroshima,
atomi# bpomb to be used in warferc Afte*
the very carly movalio hours, .the plane
planned., Captain Parsons then climbed
bay, As the airplanc a approached Japan the risglzs grew
grcater, for the clement of huzﬁrd from the unltnown was
ever presgent, since this was the first time .this bomb,
much more destructive than any in existence, had becn
relcazed from an eirplane, The litice
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trom antli-aircraft fire, encmy xightarsp and unforesgeen
failures added to the ris“, Nnor wae- it certalniwhat effecet
the detonation would have uoon the bomber and its e
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AdmIral William S, Parsons, USN Page 9

occupants, Accompanying the mission to insurec the
borb!s corrcct usc, Captain Parsons kopt careful watch
until the planc wag in its bricfed position, and then
approved rcleasc, At 0915 the switch weas prcssed, the
boub clcarcd safely, and fell towards its planncd
objecective, -They then departed with specd from the
target arca, travelling a safe distance beforec the —
blast occurrcd, By his high degree of gkill in dir-
ceting work with thec,atomic bomb, and great personal
risk in placing tqu:.% bie—Shadice the bomb- durding
flight, Captain Parsons mlqt¢pgu*shod himself, rc-
flcecting the highest credit on himself and tho United
States Navy,"

.

In November 1945, Rear Admiral Parsons was assigned duty in
the Officec of the Deputy Chicf of Naval Operations (Spccial Weapons )
as Assistant Chief of Naval Opcrations (Spocial Wecapons), In Jan-
uary 1946, Rear Admiral Parsons was assigned to additional duty as
Deputy uonwahd r for Technical Dircction, and Commander Task Group
1,1, of Joint Army Navy Task Forcc Ongc, tao Task force formed by
dircction- of the Joint Chicfs of Staff and with the approval of theo
Prcsident, to conduct atomic bomb tests against naval vesscls in
order to gain information of value to the national defensc, ' Tests
Ablc and Baker, known as "Operations Crossreads" werc held on
schodulc in Bikini lagoon, Marshall Islands, in July 1946,

In asccordance with the disestablishment of the 0fflce of:the
Deputy Chief of Naval-Opcration (8pecial Weapong), and Task Forcc
Onc, in November 1946, Rcar Adnmiral Parsons was assigned duty as
Dircctor of Atomic Défonsc in the Office of Deputy Chief of Naval :
Opcration (Oporatlons). Ho will bec rcsponsible for the initiation
and coordination of naval action required to implemcnt decisions
anct p01101os with respect to atoriic matters,

In addition %o the Distinguishced Service Medal and the Army
lvecr Star Medal, Rear Adniral Parsons has the Vietory Medal,-and
cntitled to the American-Defcnse Service Mcdal, the A51atvc—
acific Areca Campaign Medal, thic American fArca Lumpw*gn Medal, and
l

10 World War II Victory Medal,.
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REAR ADMTRAL WILLTAM STERLTNG PARSONS
UNTTED STATES VAVY, DECEASED

William Sterling Parsons was born in Chicago, Tllinois, on
November 26, 1901, the son or Harry Robert and Clara Sterling
(Doolittle) Parsons. He attended Fort Sumner (New Mexico) Figh
Sciiool before his appointment to the U, S, Naval Academy, Anna-
»olis, Maryland, from the state of New Mexico in 1918. GCradu-
ated and commissioned Ensign in June 1922, he subsequently at-
tained the ranl: of Rear Admiral to date from July 1, 1948, having
gerved in the rank of Commodore from August 10, 1945 to January
8, 194G, and as temporary Rear Admirsl from January 8, 1946 1o
August 7, 1947,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1922, he re-
ported aboard the USS TDAHO, operating with Division EIGHT, Squad-
ron FOUR, Pacific, and later with Division FOUR, Battleskip Divi-
sion, Battle Fleet, Detached from the TDAEO in May 1927, he had
instruction in ordnance engineering at the Postgraduate School
and the Navy Yard, Washington, D. C. before he joined the USS
TEXAS in June 1930, He served in that battleship, flazship of
the Commander in Chief, U, S, Fleet, and later a unit of Battle-
ghip Division ONE, Battle Force, until May 1933.

From July 1933 to June 1934 he served as Liaison Officer be-
tveen the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.
and the Naval Research Laboratory, Anacostia, D. C., particivas-
ing in the early development of radar. Fe next gerved as an in-
structor in ordnance at the Postgraduate School, and returning
to duty afloat in June 1936, served as Executive Officer and Na-
vigator of the USS AYIWTN. Tn March 1938 he reported as Gunnery
Officer on the staff of Commander Destroyers, Battle Force, USS
DETROTT, flageship.

Between July 1939 and June 1943, he was Expverimental Officer
et the Naval Proving Ground, Dahlgren, Virginia, with additional
duty from May 1942 as Special Assistant to Dr. Vannevar Buch, Di-
rector of OSRD,in connection with the development of the combat
radio proximity fuze. This additional duty was partially per-
formed in the South Pacific, where from Sentember 1942 to March
1943 he aseisted in the introduction of the fuze in the Fleet and
wiﬁnessed ite initial battle use from the USS HELENA in January
1943,

On June 15, 1943 he reported for duty at Los Alamos ILaborg -
tory (Manhattan District), Los Alamos, New Mexico. Tn that as-
cignment he served as Ordnance Division Aseociate Director, and
finally as Officer in Charze of the Overseas (Tinian, Marianas)
Technical Group of the Los Alamog Scientific Laboratory, which
developed the atomic bomb. After witnessing the atomic bomb test
in New Mexico in July 1945, he returned to the Marianas and ac
Veanoneer and Bomb Commander he flew with the atomic bowb from
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Tinian to Hiroshima in the bomber which dropped the firet atomic
bomb used in warfare on the city of Iiroshima on August 6, 1945,
For the above services he wae awarded the Distinghished Service
Medal, the citation following in part:

"For exceptionally meritorious service...since May 1943, in
connection with the development of the atomic bomb...(He) applied
himself to the tremendous task of transforming the theory of atom-
ic filssion into an effective weapon of war capable of being manu-
factured by American production methods at a time when the task
eoneared all but impossible. He applied his specialized knowledge
in vreregonally directing much of the design and development of the
many components, Tn addition he aleo organized much of the Lo~
cedure required in assembling the components into an effective
weabon under conditions of utmost secrecy. He devoted himself
fully to these tasks from May 1943 to the initial atomic bomb at-
tack on Hiroshime in which he took part..."

For his services as Senior Military Technical Observer on
the B-29 plane vhich dropred the first atomic bomb to be usged in
warfare on the city of Hiroshima on August 6, 1945, he was awarded
thelSilver Star Medal from the War Devartment,with citation to
foallow:

"For gallantry in action while varticipating in aerial flight
azalnst the Japanese Empire...After takeoff in the very early
morning hours, the plane set course as wnlanned. (He) then climbed
into the bomb bay and completed assembly of the atomic bomb. As
the airplane anproached Japan the risks grew greater, for the ele-
ment of hazards from the unknown was ever present, since this was
the firet time this bomb, much more destructive than any in exig-
tance, had been released from an airplane. The posgibilities of
damage from anti-aircraft fire, enemy fighters, and unforeseen
fallures added to the risks; nor was it certain what effect the
detonation would have upon the bomber and its occupants. Accom-
panying the misgion to insure the bomb's correct use, (he) kept
careful watch until the plane was in its briefed position, and
then approved release. At 0915 the switch wae presced, the bomb
cleared safely, and fell towards its planned objective. They
then departed with speed from the target area, travelling a safe
distance before the blast occured..."

In December 1945 he reported as Asgistant Chief of Naval
Ooerations for Special Weapons, and in January 1946 was asesigned
additional duty as Deputy Commander for Technical Dirbction, and
Commander Task Grouv ONE POINT ONE, of Joint Task Force ONE (the
task force formed by direction of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and
with the approval of the President, to conduct atomic bomb tests
againet naval vessels 1n order to gain informetion of value %o
the national defense). Tests "Able" and "Baker," known as "Opera-
tion Crossroads" were held on schedule in Bikini Lagoon, Marshall
Telands, in July 1946,
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"For exceptionally meritorious conduct...as Devuty Commander
for Technical Direction, Joint Tagk Force ONE, during Operation
CROSSROADS from January 11 to November 1, 1945, and Commander
Technical Task Group,Joint Task Force OVE from May 15 to August
18, 1946..." he was awvarded the Lezion of Merit. The citation
states that, "His scientific and technical knowledge served to
zaln the confidence, loyalty and cooperation of the Military anc
Neval personnel as well as of the many eminent civilian scientiste
who were under his technical direction. By his understanding of
operational as well as technical problems, and his effective co-
oréination of the efforts of civilian and military personnel in
scientific and technical undertakings (he) rendered invaluable
agegistance to the Taslk Force Command during the planning, opera-
tional and post-overational phases of this unique missgion..."

In accordance with the disestablishment of the Office of
the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Special Weapons and Task
Force ONE in November 1946, he was asgigned duty as Director of
Atomic Defense in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
with additional duty as Deputy Chief, Armed Forces Special Wea-
pons Project. He was one of the two Navy members of the Military
Liaison Committee to the Atomic Energy Commission. While &0 as-
sizned he served from November 1947 to June 1948 as Deputy Com-
mander of Operation SANDSTONE, atomic weavon testes at Eniwstol
Atoll in the Marshalls. Relieved of duty as Director of Atomic
Defense on May 24, 1949, he was next ascigned to the Weapons
Systems Evaluation Group, National Military Establishment, Wagh-
ington, D. g

On February 2, 1951 he reported as Commander Cruiser Divigion
STX, and in March 1952 was detached for duty as Deputy and Assis-
tant Chief of the Bureau of Ordnance, Navy Department. He died
suddenly on December 5, 1953 at the Naval Hosnital. Rethesds .
Maryland,

In addition to the Distinguished Service Medal, the Army
Silver Star Medal, and the Legion of Merit, Rear Admiral Parsons
hed the Victory Medal, the American Defense Service Medal; the
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal; the American Campaign Medal; the
World War IT Victory Medal; and the National Defense Service
Medal,

Rear Admiral Parsons received the honorary degree of Doctor
of Science from Union College, Schenectady, New York, in June
1048,

JAVY Bilographies Branch, 0T -450
Tel: LT-56700, Ext. 64546 2 May 1957





